






Dear Colleague, 
 
I met Isabelle Morin June 5, 2004 when she arrived as a 3-year old to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital for treatment of leukemia.   As a pediatric oncologist, nothing gives me greater pleasure than to 
see a child like Isabelle grow up and lead an ordinary life – going to school, being with friends, trying out 
a new recipe, and spending time with her parents and brother.  These are not the stuff of legends, but 
the every-day happiness that modern cancer care makes possible for 85% of children with acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL).  Indeed, the survival of children with ALL has risen from 5% in 1960 to 
90% in 2010 (see graph), due in large part to medicines derived from plants.  For example, vincristine is 
derived from the plant Catharanthus roseus 
(a species formerly known as Vinca rosea) 
that is native to Madagascar.  Had it not 
been for this life-saving discovery and its 
incorporation into ALL treatment regimens, 
Isabelle’s outcome would have been much 
less certain. Developing new medicines and 
new ways to use them is the cornerstone of 
progress in oncology, so we depend on many 
natural sources of inspiration. Even once a 
cure rate of 100% is achieved, we will still 
need a steady supply of new medications so 
that treatments can be made shorter, less 
toxic, and less expensive.  
 
I hope that through the proposed preservation efforts, rain forests and other biodiverse natural reserves 
can be preserved for the benefit of future generations, and thank you for your support for HR 4959, 
which will help to ensure continuous discovery of new medicines so that children like Isabelle can 
continue living their extraordinary lives free of debilitating illness.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Scott C. Howard, MD, MSc 
Medical Information Officer 
Director of Clinical Trials,  
International Outreach Program 
Associate Member, Department of Oncology 
St. Jude Children's Research Hospital 
262 Danny Thomas Place 
Memphis, TN 38105 
Office: (901) 595-2972 
Fax: (901) 595-2099 
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