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Hundreds of the pharmaceuticals used to treat 
chronic diseases such as cancer, hypertension, 
high cholesterol, diabetes, HIV, and other  
serious conditions are developed from plants  
and animals in threatened natural habitats: 
•	 Breast, lung, ovarian, colon, and rectal cancers affect more than 

4 million Americans.1 These cancers are regularly treated with drugs created from 
an Asian tree (Camptotheca acuminata) and the Pacific yew tree.2

•	 Leukemia and lymphomas affect more than 600,000 people3 in the 
United States. These diseases can be treated with drugs derived from the rosy periwinkle,  
a flowering plant native to Madagascar.4

•	 56 million Americans suffer from cardiovascular disease.5 
Drugs originally derived from Brazilian pit viper venom are often used to treat high blood 
pressure and congestive heart failure.6

•	 27 million Americans suffer from high cholesterol,7 and many rely on 
cholesterol-lowering drugs. The discovery of cholesterol-lowering compounds in a fungus in 
China has led to the development of a whole class of drug treatments for high cholesterol.8

•	 Type 2 diabetes affects more than 
21 million Americans.9 A drug used to 
treat this condition is based on peptides originally 
found in the saliva of the Gila monster,10 a rare 
lizard found in northern Mexico and the 
southwestern U.S. 

•	 More than one million Americans 
are HIV positive.11 An antiretroviral 
medication derived from a marine sponge is  
part of the standard treatment.12
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1 in 3 Americans Struggles
with A Chronic Disease that May
be Treated with Pharmaceuticals Derived  
from Natural Compounds.
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Half of all drugs developed in the past 25 years have 
an active ingredient derived from natural areas.13 
However, more than 80,000 acres of rain forest are 
destroyed every day, and 30 percent of the world’s 
coral reefs are already lost. Scientists predict habitat 
destruction and current extinction rates will result in 
the loss of one major new drug every two years.14 
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Cancer15

Breast cancer	 2,546,221
Colon and rectal cancer	 1,103,930
Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma	 413,427
Lung and bronchial cancer	 364,874
Leukemia	 199,294
Ovarian cancer	 175,072
Hodgkin’s lymphoma	 156,242
Acute lymphocyitic lymphoma	 16,980
Total cancer 	 4,976,040

HIV16 	 725,000
(One million Americans are HIV-positive.)

Cardiovascular Disease17

High blood pressure	 54,012,500
High cholesterol	 25,882,500
Total cardiovascular disease	 79,895,000

Type 2 Diabetes18	 21,150,000 
(90% of diagnosed U.S. diabetes cases are Type 2)

Total cancer, HIV, cardiovascular disease,  
and Type 2 Diabetes:* 	 106,746,040

*Conservative estimate based on disease prevalence only for American adults ages 20 and older.19
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106,746,040 Americans have a Chronic Diseases That may  
Be Treated With Drugs Derived From Natural Sources


